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Rajasthan History Foundations
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Study the evidence, explain the political relationship, then trace the process of state formation.

gTeY ht HE, ISTHIfdeh G99 WE e 3R Ts-AAT0T 6t ufehar &1 v STH |

What this module covers

1. Reading Rajasthan’s Early Past Through Archaeology
QRId<d Y AR o TR S7dld hl T

2. Rajput Polity and the Social Foundations of Power
ST ISTaRIT 3R 9T o TSI YR

3. Integration of Rajasthan From Accession to Reorganisation

ST el YehlehvoT Sifafier @ gAtia deh

Each lesson appears first in English and then in Hindi. Main teaching, original answer practice, analogy
and quick reference match the online lesson content.
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Aligned to the RPSC Mains syllabus listing released 9 January 2026, checked 30 September 2026. This is a selective
foundation module, not a complete syllabus course. Source links and date cautions are included with the lessons.
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Reading Rajasthan’s Early Past Through Archaeology

Syllabus mapping: GS I, Unit |, Part A: prehistoric cultures; ancient historical sites and their
significance. Foundation in evidence-based interpretation, with Kalibangan and the Ahar region as case
studies.

1 Learning the method before memorising the site

An archaeological answer should connect a material object to a limited historical inference. Ask four
guestions: what was found, where was it found, which occupation layer contained it, and what other
evidence supports the interpretation? A copper tool, a hearth and a wall answer different questions.
Finding them at one site does not automatically make them contemporary.

Prehistory concerns periods without usable written records; protohistory is often used for societies with
writing that remains undeciphered or for which outside accounts supply only partial information. These
are conventions about evidence, not rankings of human intelligence. Chalcolithic means the use of
copper alongside stone; it does not mean that every household abandoned stone tools.

2 Kalibangan and the agricultural landscape

Kalibangan lies beside the Ghaggar in northern Rajasthan. Its excavated sequence includes Early
Harappan and Mature Harappan occupation. The general Mature Harappan chronological frame is
approximately 2600 to 1900 BCE; do not mechanically assign that entire span to every structure or every
site. A phase is established through excavation context and dating evidence.

The cross-cutting furrow marks at Kalibangan are associated with the Early Harappan phase. They are
strong evidence of ploughing and planned field use. Their different spacing supports discussion of
cultivation arrangements, but the furrows alone cannot establish the exact crop, yield, ownership system
or a modern irrigation regime. A good answer separates the physical observation from a proposed
reconstruction.

3 Ahar and regional diversity

Ahar and Gilund are important to the study of southern Rajasthan’s Chalcolithic cultures. ASI's
excavation report for 1961-62 records copper axes and copper slag at Ahar. These finds help teach the
difference between an artefact and a culture: a culture is reconstructed from recurring combinations of
settlement features and material practices, not from one tool.

Compare sites through the same questions: ecological setting, settlement layout, tools, pottery,
subsistence and connections. Do not assume that all early Rajasthan belonged to one uniform urban
system. Equally, do not infer complete isolation merely because two sites have different pottery.
Similarity may result from exchange or shared practices; difference may coexist with contact.

4 From evidence to an analytical answer

Use an evidence ladder: observed feature — cautious inference — significance - limitation. For
example, repeated streets and construction units may indicate coordination; they do not identify a
particular king. Burning or a hearth does not by itself identify a named religion. Religious interpretations
require context, repeated patterns and comparison, especially where writing cannot yet be securely read.
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Historical preservation matters to knowledge. Once an object is removed without recording its layer and
associations, its appearance survives but much of its evidential value is lost. The exam-relevant link is
between heritage protection and reliable reconstruction of the past, not merely tourism.

5 Common confusions and chronology

BCE dates count down towards the Common Era: 2600 BCE is earlier than 1900 BCE. Early and Mature
are archaeological phases, not terms of moral superiority. Kalibangan'’s early field should not be moved
into the mature phase simply because the site is famous as Harappan. Ahar’s archaeological remains
and the later royal cenotaphs near its museum belong to different historical contexts.

Practice sequence: identify a layer, identify its material, compare it with other finds, then frame an
inference. Record approximate dates as approximate. Avoid unsupported claims about the world’s first
invention, a single cause of abandonment, or a direct identity between ancient and present-day
communities.

Original Mains practice and model frameworks

Suggested lengths are practice targets, not an official RPSC marking scheme. These are original
guestions, not past papers. Use the framework to write a connected answer in your own words.

1. Explain the historical significance of the ploughed field at Kalibangan without overstating
its evidence.

Practice target: 150 words

Model framework: Locate the site beside the Ghaggar and identify the Early Harappan context.
Describe intersecting furrows. Explain their value for studying cultivation and use of land. Distinguish this
direct evidence from hypotheses about mixed cropping. Conclude that specific crops, yields and
ownership require additional evidence.

Self assessment: Credit: correct phase; observable feature; two linked implications; one explicit
evidential limit. Do not reward unsupported crop certainty.

Full model answer: Kalibangan, beside the Ghaggar in northern Rajasthan, provides archaeological
evidence for cultivation through a field associated with its Early Harappan phase. The intersecting
furrows show that the surface was deliberately worked rather than merely occupied. Their arrangement
helps historians investigate agricultural technique and the organisation of land use. Different spacing
between the furrows also makes cultivation patterns a useful subject for comparison. However,
observation and interpretation must remain separate. The marks establish ploughing more securely than
they establish particular crops. Claims about mixed cropping require supporting evidence and should not
become certainty merely through comparison with modern practice. Nor do the furrows reveal the
cultivator’s identity, land tenure or the amount of produce harvested. Seeds, tools, environmental
evidence and the field’s excavated context would strengthen a fuller reconstruction. The field’s
significance therefore lies both in its positive evidence of organised cultivation and in the disciplined
guestions that this evidence permits.
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2. Why must prehistoric Rajasthan be studied through regional comparison rather than as
one uniform culture?

Practice target: 150 words

Model framework: Frame Rajasthan as a modern geographical unit containing varied ancient
environments. Use Kalibangan and the Ahar region as anchors. Compare common dimensions such as
settlement, tools and subsistence, rather than ranking them. Explain that differences do not rule out
contact. End by requiring dated archaeological contexts for comparisons.

Self assessment: Credit: regional perspective; two sites; at least three comparison dimensions; no false
equation of material culture with ethnic identity.

3. A museum label calls every burnt structure at an ancient site a temple. Critically examine
this claim.

Practice target: 150 words

Model framework: Start by separating observation from interpretation. Consider domestic hearths,
accidental fire, craft production and ritual activity as competing explanations. Seek structural layout,
residues, associated objects, recurring patterns and excavation records. Conclude that a religious
interpretation may be argued, but burning alone is insufficient.

Self assessment: Credit: at least two alternative explanations; specific corroborating evidence;
appropriately qualified conclusion.

Sources and further reading

* RPSC official Mains syllabus released 9 January 2026

*« NCERT, Themes in Indian History |, Bricks Beads and Bones

< ASI, Excavations at Kalibangan: The Harappans (1960-69), Part | (2015), introduction pp. 1, 3-4
¢ ASI, Indian Archaeology 1961-62 — A Review, 863 Ahar, p. 50

« V. N. Misra, Evidence for a New Chalcolithic Culture in South Rajasthan (1970), pp. 85-95: Bagor;
supplementary reading

* Rajasthan Tourism, Udaipur and Ahar Museum

Analogy and its limits

Think of archaeology as reconstructing a household from a labelled storage box after its diary is lost. A
cooking pot suggests food preparation; seeds, soot and its location strengthen that suggestion. Limits:
excavated layers are not tidy boxes, later disturbance can mix material, and modern uses may differ
from ancient ones. The analogy teaches corroboration, not certainty.

Quick reference

Evidence - context — inference - limitation. Kalibangan: Ghaggar, Early and Mature Harappan
sequence, early ploughed field. Ahar and Gilund: southern Rajasthan, Chalcolithic regional context.
Copper plus stone # complete replacement of stone. A pot type # a caste. Approximate dates are not
exact annual dates.
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https://rpsc.rajasthan.gov.in/Static/Syllabus/238A2E0E-B0D0-49C2-8E5E-D299A915037F.pdf
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook/pdf/lehs101.pdf
https://asi.nic.in/admin/publications/ePublicationReportsDetails/download/60#page=23
https://downloads.ctfassets.net/l47hkrce4wip/3p5hZS6HRkWYu9Qh94WvVv/ee1e92ac66f0485110a86d153d48f56b/006_Indian_Archaeology_A_Review_1961-62.pdf#page=58
https://ignca.gov.in/Asi_data/53198.pdf#page=128
https://ignca.gov.in/Asi_data/53198.pdf#page=128
https://www.tourism.rajasthan.gov.in/udaipur.html
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https://rpsc.rajasthan.gov.in/Static/Syllabus/238A2E0E-B0D0-49C2-8E5E-D299A915037F.pdf
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook/pdf/lehs101.pdf
https://asi.nic.in/admin/publications/ePublicationReportsDetails/download/60#page=23
https://downloads.ctfassets.net/l47hkrce4wip/3p5hZS6HRkWYu9Qh94WvVv/ee1e92ac66f0485110a86d153d48f56b/006_Indian_Archaeology_A_Review_1961-62.pdf#page=58
https://ignca.gov.in/Asi_data/53198.pdf#page=128
https://ignca.gov.in/Asi_data/53198.pdf#page=128
https://www.tourism.rajasthan.gov.in/udaipur.html

Rajput Polity and the Social Foundations of Power

Syllabus mapping: GS I, Unit |, Part A: political and cultural achievements of Rajasthan’s rulers up to
the eighteenth century; administration and revenue systems. This is a conceptual foundation, not a
complete dynastic survey.

1 Begin with several states not a single bloc

Rajput is not the name of one continuously unified state. Rajasthan’s ruling houses had distinct
territories, resources and relationships. Mewar, Marwar and Amber must be located separately before
comparing policy. A shared elite identity did not eliminate rivalry, succession disputes or different choices
about relations with empires.

Build an answer around the problem of sustaining power: mobilising armed support, collecting resources,
managing intermediaries, protecting routes and obtaining legitimacy. This approach explains why
political history includes administration and culture as well as battles. It also leaves room for peasants,
traders, artisans and local communities whose work sustained courts and armies.

2 Forts were political infrastructure

Kumbhalgarh, built under Rana Kumbha in the fifteenth century, illustrates the use of the Aravalli terrain
for defence and refuge. Its historical importance is not captured by a wall-length superlative. Ask instead
how location, access, storage and water affected a ruler’s capacity to survive a crisis.

An interpretive chain is useful: defensible site — protected political centre - capacity to maintain
authority during pressure. But a strong fort was not sufficient on its own. Supplies, manpower and links
with the surrounding countryside mattered. Do not explain military success or failure only through
courage or only through geography.

3 Mughal relations require comparison

Haldighati in 1576 involved Maharana Pratap of Mewar and Mughal forces commanded by Man Singh of
Amber. The presence of a Rajput commander on the imperial side itself warns against describing every
conflict as a single Rajput bloc against an entirely separate community. Identify the political actors and
the issue of sovereignty and service.

Mansab refers to rank in Mughal service; a jagir was a revenue assignment rather than a simple modern
private-property title. These terms describe related but different arrangements. Imperial service could
connect a regional ruling house to wider resources and responsibilities. Resistance, negotiation and
service must be analysed in their own circumstances rather than reduced to permanent moral labels.

4 Revenue terminology needs place and time

When studying a named state, distinguish the ruler’s direct revenue arrangements from assignments
and local intermediary rights. Terms such as khalsa and jagir are useful starting points, but their
operation changed across states and periods. A grant must be read for its actual rights, obligations and
conditions; the label alone cannot settle all of them.

ParikshaPDF | Rajasthan History Foundations - 8 / 21



Use a three-part question: who cultivated, who collected or claimed revenue, and what obligation was
attached to that claim? A ruler, assignee and cultivator could hold different kinds of rights over the same
agricultural surplus. Avoid treating administrative claims as proof that every peasant was in an identical
social or economic position.

5 Cultural patronage as a historical relationship

A patron’s support could provide land, finance, protection or an audience for cultural work. The artist or
craft community supplied skill and interpretation. Therefore, a monument is not explained by naming the
ruler alone. Udaipur’s Jagdish temple, dated to 1651 and associated with Jagat Singh I, can anchor a
guestion about patronage, construction and religious space.

Read a monument through three lenses: patron and purpose; labour and technical knowledge; later use
and preservation. A praise inscription may illuminate how a ruler wanted to be remembered, but its
claims require comparison with other records. Cultural production cannot be reduced either to
propaganda alone or to a ruler’s personal taste alone.

6 Chronological anchors and common errors

Use three anchors for this introductory lesson: fifteenth-century Kumbhalgarh; Haldighati, 1576; Jagdish
temple, 1651. These are examples of defence, political relations and patronage, not a complete
chronology of Rajasthan. Eighteenth-century ruling houses also operated amid changing imperial
authority; do not project one century’s relationships unchanged into another.

Do not confuse Mewar with Marwar, a military event with the end of all resistance, or an imperial rank
with ownership of an entire territory. Do not write that all Rajput states followed the same policy. A strong
conclusion weighs choices against resources and circumstances, while acknowledging whose
perspective the surviving record represents.

Original Mains practice and model frameworks

Suggested lengths are practice targets, not an official RPSC marking scheme. These are original
guestions, not past papers. Use the framework to write a connected answer in your own words.
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1. Why is it misleading to describe Rajput relations with the Mughal Empire through a single
uniform policy?

Practice target: 150 words

Model framework: Identify multiple ruling houses and their different resources and interests. Use Mewar
and Amber at Haldighati as a concrete contrast. Explain service, negotiation and resistance as political
choices, without assuming equal power. Distinguish a ruler’s strategy from the views of every inhabitant.
Conclude that policies changed with circumstances and rulers.

Self assessment: Credit: more than one state; accurate example; differentiated mechanisms; rejection
of a communal or timeless generalisation.

Full model answer: Rajput relations with the Mughal Empire cannot be reduced to one policy because
ruling houses pursued different interests under changing conditions. Territory, resources, succession and
access to imperial service shaped their choices. Haldighati in 1576 illustrates this diversity: Maharana
Pratap represented Mewar, while Man Singh of Amber commanded Mughal forces. The example makes
a single undifferentiated political bloc an inadequate explanation. Imperial service involved ranks and
obligations, while resistance raised questions of autonomy, military resources and survival. Negotiation
could reshape the relationship without making the parties equal. These choices should be evaluated
historically rather than assigned permanent moral labels. A ruler’s policy also cannot automatically
represent the views or experiences of every cultivator, trader or local community. Comparison must
therefore specify the state, ruler, period and issue involved. The more convincing account treats service,
resistance and negotiation as relationships that changed, rather than as fixed characteristics of an entire
community.

2. Explain how a fort can be used as evidence of political organisation, using Kumbhalgarh.
Practice target: 150 words

Model framework: Identify Rana Kumbha and the fifteenth-century context. Link terrain and defensive
construction to refuge and survival under pressure. Add the organisational demands of supplies, water
and manpower. Avoid inferring an invincible state from the presence of a fort. End with a distinction
between the surviving structure and the wider society that supported it.

Self assessment: Credit: chronology; two causal links; material logistics; one limit. Wall length alone
does not answer the question.

3. A student writes: “A ruler built a temple, so we know everything about the society’s
culture.” Evaluate and improve the statement.

Practice target: 150 words

Model framework: Accept the monument as evidence of patronage, but reject the leap to complete
social knowledge. Use the Jagdish temple as a dated example. Add artisans, finance, worshippers and
changes in use as research questions, not invented facts. Compare architecture with inscriptions and
other sources. Conclude that elite patronage reveals one important part of a diverse cultural field.

Self assessment: Credit: qualified claim; dated example; non-elite actors; source criticism; no fabricated
detalils.
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Sources and further reading

* RPSC official Mains syllabus released 9 January 2026
*« NCERT, Our Pasts Il, The Mughals

* Rajasthan Tourism, Kumbhalgarh Fort

« Rajasthan Tourism, Haldighati

« Rajasthan Tourism, Udaipur and Ahar Museum

« IIT Kanpur SATHEE NCERT, Eighteenth Century Political Formations

Analogy and its limits

Imagine a network of towns whose leaders control different resources and negotiate with a larger
authority. Cooperation can provide support but also create obligations; refusal can preserve discretion
but increase pressure. Limits: medieval states were not equal modern municipalities, relationships
included coercion, and hereditary authority differs from democratic office. This is an aid to thinking about
bargaining, not a literal model of Rajput government.

Quick reference

Compare by territory, resources, military organisation, revenue and legitimacy. Mewar # Marwar #
Amber. Mansab = service rank; jagir = revenue assignment. Kumbhalgarh - defence; Haldighati 1576
- differing political alignments; Jagdish temple 1651 — patronage. Always attach administrative terms
to a state and period.
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https://rpsc.rajasthan.gov.in/Static/Syllabus/238A2E0E-B0D0-49C2-8E5E-D299A915037F.pdf
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook/pdf/gess104.pdf
https://www.tourism.rajasthan.gov.in/kumbhalgarh-fort.html
https://www.tourism.rajasthan.gov.in/haldighati.html
https://www.tourism.rajasthan.gov.in/udaipur.html
https://sathee.iitk.ac.in/sathee-railway-exams/student-corner/ncert-books/class-07/social-science/history-our-past-2/chapter-08-eighteen-century-political-formations.md/

ST ISTATRAT 3R T=IT & JTHISIh YR

UTSIshH Heiel: TTHTRI ST |, TS |, UFT A: STSRgd! AdTed! deh ASTRIT oh QMTHh! hl ISt ITcleh aUT
ieepideh ST, TRAMTHT TUT ISTed ATV | Tg STYRUNHh YR g, HYUf Ioraiir deror g1

1 Ueh @S Ag] ek ISl T STRH hd
ToTyg foRdt geh FARaR UhIchd 59 &l AT 7181 8 | TSI S Meh ORIA! oh STl &, Tqred iR d&e I

A Y T ¥ Ug AATS, ARATS dAT SR hl ST UgdT | SHSTd it <ht arer uga & ufdgigan,
SeRIfeRR-fdere a1 grarsat & deet & e ey gAT T8l gyl

IR Sl T feeh™ hl T o STHUTH JH14: T THYT ST, T8 Yehsl heT, HEwl ol Usie, AN
ohT GRET 3R AT UTed heT| 3T TE giaT & foh Istifden 3fagr & gg o T1 U 3R G&pfa ot ormd €1
foram, samaTRa, AT qor i aErt & 9 ARt ok SAsi @l STuR &ar ol

2 gt TeTifde sTuRYa ST &

Uggd! TdTeal § 0T T S S7efie [AfHa FoTeiTe 38T aUT RT3 folg SRIGel! o - 91T o IUINT ohl I&TEX0T
&1 3Tch! UfgTRie A< chad IR & diaTs & sifderiifaayu e & Te 8! gidT| & foh =, ugd, Wero
3R Tt Tehe | e i &THdT bl ht gwIfad hed 1

Iuaft SaeT-ohH §: & Wi . RIS ATk dhe - gaTd | SRR ST 1@ S &THdT| UR hael
HoIgd gl Ualt ATg) U7l I8, AHded 3R STHuTd & UHI 85 8 Hueh f Agwayguf &1 &= aRum &t dhaet
JIRdT a1 Shaet T MeT & 7 IHSAY |

3 Jiret deiref & A gereitenas gf®

1576 % geare! WOy H AATE o AERIUN AT AT TR oh ARG <l AT dTeft JiTel ST A ot | Fromsa
Y R ISTgd AATRIeh <hl IUFRATT & Idrat <t & foh g Tuy ohl Yeh IoTgd Es 3R 398 guia: 3ol IHar
& 1 geg 1 AT | ST cleh U&T JAT TS 3R a1 oh U hl Ugdr il

IS 7Tl 91 # Ug 3rar Hoft o, iR Terea ot sireied off, snyfAes [t duft e e @nfia-us 781
ST T UR STl IV & | TTHTsdg WaT &3 [N 811 ol &Tqeh ST auT Sl & SIS ahd!
ofY| gfoRty, gwgia ofk 9ar ot 3! uRfRAfGaT & gugl, T Afde dea J 781

4 TSTE QM2 oh 1A TATH 3R hTed ST

ford} ST ohT 1T Shed THY ATHh hl TR ST TTRIT, ATec! T AT AR & SRR chl STl
e | QETAHT 3R SR I 276 SRfVeh Hohd &d 8, fohq IenT AT IS IUT el h AR Feerd AT
&M H ardfdeh YR, R MR d UgH! g, chad A1 & I9 a9 ! giaTl

I U1 O Tl I ohdT T, SR ohi< Il I ST ohdl T 3R 39 &9 ¥ -9 IR S[eT A1? T 6
P SFfAXT TR AR, TSI AT h¥eh T AT UehR S HATARR g Tehd I ULMATeh a1 T 37 Tg gl [k
gt foram ht FrTioies ar enfefen AT @ ot
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5 Hitpfaeh TRe10T Uah Bfagiiaes day
TRereh qfH, €, YRET TT chellhld oh folQ &fch IueTedl 3T HehdT UTI THeAThR IR FRAeT-THRT hiered qur

AR UaT ohid & | 3T chelel Aeh Rl AT fohdft TR hY O3t eamedt =161 81 I&aqR T 1651 # fAfdd ok
SHTARE UUH & Halg SHTGIRT HfeR TRemr, Fmfor 3iR enfies R & Ul &1 319 IaT8R0T a1 81

TR ot i gfal & Ud: TRereh 3R 387, 91 3fR dh-iIhl TH; S1E T IUFNT 3R TRET0T| URIfEd gdret g fah
TR 370+ T fohd U H T1gdr AT, R Ik aTal ahl 3= fHeldl @ fAeTH1 a1fgyq | T&pfd ol dhaet vaR ar
hael AT chl SATdNTd UG dch AT 7 e

6 SHIIhH & YR IR T Ffeat

29 URfHe UTs & i SR IE: Uggd TdTes! i SRS, eardrdt, 1576; SHTEIRT #fdz, 16511 3 e,
TSTIfeh Teer 37 TRETUT 3 IETER0T &, ST T YT hIeTshH el | SSREd! IdTed! & Meyeh ot agerd!
TS T o o9 1 e 8 &; o AT o Hae GO OR aUTad A 7 e

Hars ok ARare, fohelt =7 geAT iRk g+t ufarie & oid, sryar gty ug ofk QR &5 o @i &t Teh A
q | ot ITeTg s <t i gEE T ford | Feteg sy deret aur aRfRAfaat & seR wR faedt @
H™iehT ohedT g 3R Iuered ifH fohant gfeentur aarfar 8, ag off sardn 81

Hifores e gtetr 31T 3R amesf IR i T

TS TS rea-HHATY 37T o 187 §, RPSC ehi SMTTAhTReh 3feh-arSTT ol | F Hifeleh U 8, Id UHUS g |
EWRET Y U rea] H T IR ford|
1. TSTYA-JITe Heel ht Gop a9 ifa @ g umeas i 82

Y <7&d: 150 2Msq

3T} FTURAET: 3ch ATh TRT IUT Ich et fgd-Taret dht Uga e | geerard! § Hars 3R IR ol 319
JSTE0T < | GHT RAfekd AT ST Tar, gHsita a1 ufaRie ot AsiHifdeh fdehed] & U & US| /M9 6 Hifd
3R U At & foaR srer e | s & uRfefaat g amgent & gryr Fifaat a1 uRad= gamd|
TiehT: JodichT: Toh O SHfdeh WY, Te! SaT<uT; STelT dl chl HeT; TiVaIeh a7 ShldTdid ATHIh0T &
T |

gof srgef IwR: ISTYI-HITe Heiei ehl Geh i & =g} aferm ST Gerd1, difh Tl Q¥ SR A dgefd
gRfAfaal § srer fgd a1e| &, 99reF, ITRIMAGR 3R Tty 91 &t T1eHT 3 I fdeed uerfaa fhg|
1576 <l BealbTEl 3HehT IaTER0T §: HERIUM UdTU HATS ST Aqcd R g &, STafch 3R o ARG HITel 91 oh
YIRS ¥ | gAfeig Tt ISTYd IS4t ot Yok AT Tclch WS AT GaTtd AReT gl & | qraTsd iy 9aT & ug q
@ 2 &; ufekiy & Wraadr, $7 d9red SR e o U &1 ardi § 9y dae Tehd o, JeIy gel 99
iRt aret A&l &1 & faehedt ot SfagTies geaien gi-T anfey, Wit Afde avfferzor g1 fondlt amdes &t +fifa
Ak fohaT=, ATURY 1raT WA GHERI S AW ohl Wd: UfafAfda ot 781 et a1d: gor-m & 359, e,
hTeT AT HET TE e | JaT, ufoRie 3R gAsid aeetd ddo o, Tyuf GHerT & AURad-1g o1 81|
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2. FRTE & I&TgR0T A Ja13¢ o gif Irsrhifaes et o area Fd a=ar 81
3T A&T: 150 g

3reef FURGET: 0T HT TUT Uggd! rared) et Taw &1 -9 3R &fTeHeh fAATUT el ROT a1 garg H fedh
E O SIS | g, STl 3R Aasel dhl TTSHTHS AFhdTy Siie | g hl JUFRATA & 31 I9 a1 fAshy
fRepret | ofd & S} TXET dUT I TERT 34 dTet ATUh JHTST ohl 3R G |

TR Tedich: hIcichH; & RV dae; Hifde e, Yeh HHT| thad SIaR & dd18 3R T8l 8l

3. g et foraar &: e A #feR a9aman, safog gd aurst it @pfa o1 g1 791 817 39 FUA &1
q-ich- X GUTRY|
3T 1&7; 150 <Teg

3Tt TURET: TIR Pl TRETUT T G1eF AT, wAfch-T ITY TYUT FTHTOIR AT bl fShY SefiehR e | SHTEIT
AR o1 fafdeg Iareror &1 e, fo<, Iutaes 3R IUANT | deaTd ot MMY-US SHIY, ATTed a2 gl | R
oht SifHelal quT 3= Fidl & ed| ey 7 srfHrsTra dReqor ot fafdy ik & 1 gen Agaryguf wimr
gar|

i Hedich: WA arar; fafdeg Iarerur; R-AfHsrd uer; Jia-gHter; i aréd faearor =81

Gid 3R SIm 1 Sreaa=

« RPSC official Mains syllabus released 9 January 2026
« NCERT, Our Pasts Il, The Mughals

« Rajasthan Tourism, Kumbhalgarh Fort

« Rajasthan Tourism, Haldighati

« Rajasthan Tourism, Udaipur and Ahar Museum

« lIT Kanpur SATHEE NCERT, Eighteenth Century Political Formations

IUAT 34k IGh! HATT

U8 7RI oh ST chl ehed T he fol-Tch AdT3Tl o UTY 3Teli 9919 & 1R d I8! 91 ¥ Jae a9 ohed ¢ | 98T I
TErIdT e Tendl! & IR ST ot 371d §; SRR © W 0T <hl SIS 99 Gehd! ¢ IR G919 ¢ TahdT &

AT AeehRTelA IS T NYFeh ATRUTfIeRS 8T &, ddfel # aeT-uah ot o1 iR d=rrra < dlehdifieh

UG I 31T g1 ag TSI <hl UfehdT THEH ohT A1eH §, JSTYd AT i Jrdfdeh ufaey 81

aiRa e
T oh STATH: &, AT, ST TS, ST 3R ¢TI HATS, ARATS dAT R 37T ¢ | 79d = 9T hl

oft; SR = IS1Ra 3TTeie | FTE - &I, geardnel 1576 — 397 Jeiifaes ger; Srdier /fer 1651 -
TRETUT| ULk 2Teq & 1Y AT 3R ahret ford |
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https://rpsc.rajasthan.gov.in/Static/Syllabus/238A2E0E-B0D0-49C2-8E5E-D299A915037F.pdf
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook/pdf/gess104.pdf
https://www.tourism.rajasthan.gov.in/kumbhalgarh-fort.html
https://www.tourism.rajasthan.gov.in/haldighati.html
https://www.tourism.rajasthan.gov.in/udaipur.html
https://sathee.iitk.ac.in/sathee-railway-exams/student-corner/ncert-books/class-07/social-science/history-our-past-2/chapter-08-eighteen-century-political-formations.md/

Integration of Rajasthan From Accession to
Reorganisation

Syllabus mapping: GS |, Unit |, Part A: integration of Rajasthan; link to Part B, accession of princely
states and post-independence reorganisation. Focus: processes, chronology, institutional change and
source criticism.

1 Three processes that must not be confused

Accession linked a princely state with the Indian Union. Integration combined separate princely
administrations into a larger political unit. Reorganisation subsequently altered territorial boundaries
under the constitutional order. These processes overlapped, but they were not the same event. India’s
independence in 1947 did not mean that present-day Rajasthan already existed with its final boundaries.

For a Mains answer, explain why a sequence was needed: different ruling houses, separate
administrative arrangements, territorial questions and the task of building common institutions. Territorial
union was one step; accountable government and a workable administration required further change.
Avoid describing citizens as passive objects in a story consisting only of rulers’ signatures.

2 The core sequence from 1948 to 1949

March 1948: Alwar, Bharatpur, Dholpur and Karauli came together as the Matsya Union. On 25 March
1948, the Rajasthan Union brought together Kota, Bundi, Tonk, Jhalawar, Kishangarh, Shahpura,
Banswara, Dungarpur and Pratapgarh. Udaipur joined the next enlarged union, inaugurated on 18 April
1948.

On 30 March 1949, Jaipur, Jodhpur, Bikaner and Jaisalmer joined the enlarged grouping associated with
Greater Rajasthan. Matsya joined it on 15 May 1949. This makes 30 March a major milestone, not the
date on which every subsequent territorial question was settled. Learn the sequence by additions, rather
than relying only on similar-sounding names of unions.

3 Sirohi requires a decision and implementation distinction

The usual seven-stage teaching table associates the Sirohi stage with 26 January 1950. A more precise
state-government account explains a January decision to divide Sirohi, retaining the Abu and Dilwara
area with Bombay and adding the remaining portion to Rajasthan, with implementation on 7 February
1950. Thus the table date and implementation date answer different questions.

Date caution: official summaries are not completely consistent. The Rajasthan Foundation gives 26
January, while the Assembly Secretariat’s 2023 manual and Rajasthan at a Glance explain the February
implementation. For a descriptive answer, state both with their functions. Do not silently replace one by
the other or claim that the entire former Sirohi territory entered Rajasthan at this stage.

4 The territorial settlement of 1956

The States Reorganisation Act, 1956 uses 1 November 1956 as the appointed day. Section 10 included
the existing Rajasthan territory except Sironj subdivision, added Ajmer, Abu Road taluka from Bombay
and Sunel tappa from Madhya Bharat. Sironj went to the new Madhya Pradesh under section 9. Use the
Act’s territorial wording rather than casually describing Sunel as a whole state or leaving out the outgoing
area.
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This legal change completed the conventional 1948 to 1956 formation sequence. The institution of
Rajpramukh also gave way to the Governor under the revised constitutional arrangements. Territorial
consolidation and constitutional transformation were connected, but distinguish the reorganisation
statute from the constitutional amendment when explaining the legal instruments.

5 Integration was also institution building

Ask what a territorial merger leaves to be done: common departments and service arrangements,
compatible laws and records, public finance, representative institutions and communication across the
territory. These are analytical dimensions for an answer; they should not be presented as a claim that
every problem was immediately solved.

The transition to elected institutions gives the sequence its democratic meaning. Rajasthan’s first
general-election phase and Assembly in 1952 belong to a different chronological question from the final
territorial reorganisation in 1956. A good conclusion therefore links territory, administration and political
accountability instead of ending with a list of dates.

6 Handle source discrepancies openly

Matsya'’s exact opening date is another caution. The Assembly history and Rajasthan Foundation print
17 March 1948; the commonly used seven-stage examination chronology gives 18 March. The sources
checked do not securely establish a decision-versus-inauguration explanation for this one-day
difference. This module therefore uses March 1948 in the main sequence and flags the variance instead
of inventing a reconciliation.

For an examination that asks an exact day, consult the applicable official syllabus, prescribed source or
released answer key and read the wording carefully. For Mains analysis, the membership, sequence and
significance can be stated securely without relying on this disputed day. The seven-stage scheme is a
useful teaching convention; summaries that group adjacent steps may count fewer phases.

Original Mains practice and model frameworks

Suggested lengths are practice targets, not an official RPSC marking scheme. These are original
guestions, not past papers. Use the framework to write a connected answer in your own words.
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1. “Rajasthan’s integration was a process rather than a single event.” Explain.
Practice target: 150 words

Model framework: Distinguish accession, integration and reorganisation. Trace the 1948 unions, the
enlarged 1949 formation, the Sirohi adjustment and the 1956 settlement. Select significant dates rather
than crowding the answer with every officeholder. Add the tasks of common administration and
representative government. Conclude that political union, institutional transition and territorial
consolidation had different timelines.

Self assessment: Credit: clear concepts; accurate sequence; at least two institutional dimensions;
avoids claiming completion in 1947 or March 1949 alone.

Full model answer: Rajasthan’s integration combined related processes rather than occurring on a
single date. Accession connected princely states to India; integration brought separate political units
together; reorganisation later adjusted boundaries. The Matsya and Rajasthan unions emerged in March
1948, followed by Udaipur’s addition in April. The enlarged formation of March 1949 and Matsya’'s
merger in May consolidated a larger unit. The Sirohi stage required a territorial qualification and a
distinction between the January 1950 decision and February implementation. Finally, the reorganisation
effective on 1 November 1956 added Ajmer, Abu Road and Sunel while transferring Sironj to Madhya
Pradesh. Yet changing a map did not itself create a common administration. Departments, laws, records
and representative institutions also required consolidation. The Assembly’s emergence in 1952 shows
that democratic transition had its own chronology. Thus political union, administrative coordination and
territorial settlement were connected developments with different milestones, together explaining the
formation of modern Rajasthan.

2. Identify the territorial changes affecting Rajasthan on 1 November 1956 and explain their
significance.

Practice target: 150 words

Model framework: Name the States Reorganisation Act and its appointed day. List Ajmer, Abu Road
taluka and Sunel tappa as additions; identify Sironj's transfer to Madhya Pradesh. Mention section 10 for
Rajasthan and section 9 for the outgoing transfer. Explain that this settled the conventional formation
sequence, without conflating it with the earlier Greater Rajasthan milestone.

Self assessment: Credit: three additions; one outgoing territory; correct date; legal basis; significance
beyond a bare list.

3. Two official summaries give different dates for the Sirohi stage. How should a historian
and a Mains candidate handle the difference?

Practice target: 150 words

Model framework: Identify the commonly tabulated 26 January 1950 and the documented 7 February
implementation. Read what each date labels, cite the detailed state source, and distinguish decision
from execution. State the territorial qualification concerning the Abu area. Conclude that precise wording
and source comparison improve an answer; silently choosing a date or inventing certainty does not.

Self assessment: Credit: both dates correctly labelled; territorial nuance; source transparency; no
extension of this explanation to unrelated discrepancies without evidence.
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Sources and further reading

* RPSC official Mains syllabus released 9 January 2026

* Rajasthan Legislative Assembly, History of Legislature

* Rajasthan Legislative Assembly Secretariat, RTI Manual 2023, formation history
« Rajasthan Foundation, Post Independence

« Government of Rajasthan, Rajasthan at a Glance 2019 to 2020, integration

¢ India Code, States Reorganisation Act 1956, sections 2, 9 and 10

« Rajasthan Lok Bhavan, Introduction and formation history

« Rajasthan Board of Secondary Education, History Class XII 2017, integration table

Analogy and its limits

Think of integration as bringing several separate libraries into one public library system. Signing
participation documents, combining administrations and later redrawing service boundaries are different
tasks. Common catalogues and accountable management still have to be built. Limits: state integration
involved sovereignty, popular politics and constitutional law, not merely an organisational merger; the
analogy must not erase coercion, negotiations or people’s agency.

Quick reference

1947 accession context — March 1948 Matsya — 25 March Rajasthan Union — 18 April Udaipur
addition - 30 March 1949 Greater Rajasthan - 15 May Matsya merger - 1950 Sirohi stage, February
implementation caveat — 1 November 1956 reorganisation. 1956 incoming: Ajmer, Abu Road, Sunel;
outgoing: Sironj. Formation milestone # final boundary settlement.
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https://rpsc.rajasthan.gov.in/Static/Syllabus/238A2E0E-B0D0-49C2-8E5E-D299A915037F.pdf
https://assembly.rajasthan.gov.in/Containers/Overview/RajLegislature.aspx
https://assembly.rajasthan.gov.in/Attachments/PDF/Others/RTI/RTIManual2023E.pdf
https://foundation.rajasthan.gov.in/Post-Independence.aspx
https://www.tourism.rajasthan.gov.in/content/dam/dipr/Other%20Docs/at%20a%20glance-%202019-20.pdf
https://www.indiacode.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/1680/1/a1956-37.pdf
https://lokbhavan.rajasthan.gov.in/content/lokbhavan/en/aboutus/introduction.html
https://rajeduboard.rajasthan.gov.in/books-2017/12/Histry.pdf

STRATH T Yehlehvol ifAfAe= @ gaifs aa

UTSTshH Sael: 9T 10 |, ShT8 |, NT A: JISTRIT T ThIhuT; RT B o Raradt & sifaffes qur
AFAT-UHT 1o O Haie | che: Ufehal, hleish, TRITTT URad a1 Hid-THier|

1 = uferad =g srer1 T@=T T1fge

St 3 Rarad ot YR 99 T STSTI ThIhRoT 7 3TeRT RAT U] bl S8t AST1Tceh Sehlg | AT
e A aenf-ch awT & SIdiid a1 & &g T Jaet | 3 ufehard defd of, R ges et =gl off| 1947
&Y TdFar ot 31 g ) foh adu IR gAY sifaw dimrer o g1 &= T o

&4 URter H Fdrg foh chfes ufchar ot sirasaen off: 31T M¥Teh R, STelTT URMTEH, &g U 3R 1 dwimd
I T AT | & foera U hed oT; IARGRIT I 92T ShriRfter U o folg SR uRad= amfeq o
ARTRERT ot hael NI & FLATERT i g & FHfsha urs 7 g6

2 a¢f 1948 | 1949 &1 = v

A 1948 F 3TeTeR, WRAYR, HIeTqR 3R el & Fc WY I91T| 25 AT 1948 o TS 99 F hiel, Jdl, i,
FTeTraTe, feheTTe, [MEYRT, aigdreT, $TRYR SR UdTuiTe Gffiferd g $iTet faxaTiRa ¥u # IsaqR ST, fSren
SGTe 18 310l 1948 il gam

30 AT 1949 hl SAYR, STUYR, FhMR SR THAHR Jad AT & Helg [AaRd T5g J J3| 7 &l 590
faerd 15 A5 1949 @l g gafeIg 30 A U@ Ug[d g, a1e & af ety usi & gary & fafe =gi) duf &
fAreTa-Sera AT & SoirT Sje- aret &3t § hA W |

3 faRiE 7 ol oiik PRt & sieR

Taferd ATd-aRoft STeag--diferehl fERIGT dTet TRUT aht 26 STHERT 1950 & Siied! 81 3ifdeh foxyd Isa-TReart
fareRoT & SrgER SeRt # fRARIET o fawTe, Sirg duT deTareT &5 i 598 H 3@ 3R AW 91T IS H e
e futar ga; feranfRAfar 7 wret 1950 vt g% 1 aferg drferent et fafd 3R erraf=aae <ht faf sremT s a1 IR
& gl

faf-araet: snfdeRer aRiT g aRE Tehey 81 & | ASTRIH HhIe™ 26 SHas! &dT §; faums afaes
Y 2023 GRAPT qAT AT Teh g Teast hi foranfafa e axa &1 aufarares 3= & & T offiest IaTd]
Toh fafY @l guamy gt @ 7 Jeet R 39 9101 A 90l g4 RRIGT & ISR # 371 &l &1t A el

4 a9 1956 a1 & gfa

ISy grifeA rfafaad, 1956 & fad & 1 9deR 1956 81 9RT 10 A RIS IUwS &l Bige dnlei= ST
&5 3@T 3R STSTR, 98 O 371 IS ATehT AT HET ¥R ° GAel Wl Sitg | &RT 9 o Siifd RIS 77 g vea
# 71 G ST ORI IS I T MER 7Y &5 ol Bie oh Solg AfAATH ht &i srearaeft o]

39 LA aRad & 1948 & 1956 <l vaferd fAaATUT-ufehar Gt g5 1 sreelt ddenfes saaen & et &t g
& WM R ISUT T| G31 GHeh=T a1 HauTes uRad= J2 o, fhg gt arg= a9snd a#g gafea
AT SR ddurfen Gna- e |
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5 QehlepuT S&AT34T apt fAwTor off ot

U8 foh &ty faera o a1 ot ahrd aIehl o e fART SR Jar-saaeT, Td sl 9T AfHel, drdsi-ic
o7, ufafafe 9w sik &1 & g TOR| T IR & [AATUTHD A §; 35 T THRTSM & dchrel GHTEH
Rl ST S|

fAaffaa Twmail & 3R TehHUT 39 shH ol dlchdifach 312 &dT g1 1952 H ISTRAT T YUH TH-TATG 0T aUT
faemr=aT, 1956 & SifaH &30 Gia @ el chletshA ol U ¢ 3afery sree sy fafdat &Y et o e
& IO &, UMY 3R AT Ifdeh STaraea! ol Sisdl g

6 Gidl # 3idR sl WE Tq & sl
T i Seh RY-fAfY R ot Graet =nfgu | faumga o sfagm ofiR IoIE BserM 17 A1 1948 s1ad
g, vraferd ard-TRofia gden-shretshy 18 AT a1 1 e ¢ S 39 Uk A & siar &t fAvfg aam Igre @

fasa-ta &1 & =181 gerend | 39felq I8 UTs 73 shA | ATH 1948 3@ 8 3R ATéd YHTY o Soiid 3R
CRIGIEC]

STel Gl & gt Sy gt an] SnfdeiRes ia, Rufa urs a1 IRt STr-geit & 3R Uel &Y 9T ug | 35
TRI&TT e farsctwor & faanfed fem ok ik g fomr ew, oha 3k 7igd Sieh 9Ty ST Wehd 6 | ATd-=Ruf AtstT
UG fRAT0T-Ugld §; UTH-UTH o heHl ol SIS dTel GIRIRT A 0T {719 Tohd g1

Hiferer Ha g e v iR sieef 3w & wurar

TS 718 eG-HIHTY 79T oh @187 §, RPSC hl Srifdehties 3ich-TistT -1gi | 3 Hifcleh UH 8, gd U =gl |
ERET Y 37U rea] H T IR ford |

1. “TSTRATA kT YehIehiUT Teh AT & Foird ufshar UT1” we fifSgl

STHITY 1&d: 150 s

3rgef wuRET: JfAA, YhIehuT T Gia 31l el 1948 o €9, 1949 o fawdR, Rig! game ok
1956 T FHATYT TG | Udch UGTYehRI ¥R o Fo11d Wig fafdar g | et uemae ot ufafafer ama= & srd
S| e € foh Irorifcres T, TRIMTd HehAvT 3R &5 THehT oh chicieh 31T o

WHeih: edich-T; WE SURUNY; Tt shH; A § A &1 GRINTT SATITH; Shaed 1947 a1 AT 1949 & gofar
T ST T8 |

guf 311gef IR: ISTEAT T GehlehxuT e fAfY chl TeT @l ohd dsifdrd ufeharatt 1 aikoms o1 sifdfaes 3
ATl el MRA ¥ SiIST, YehleheoT A AsiIfdeh gentgal fAelrg 3R Gtia 3 HHTd SmaifSid <l | @ 1948 |
Ao T ISR G ;e # ISIYR S[eT1 A" 1949 & AR 3R 648 # A & faera & 931 gentd &t |
ORI =RUT 7 gt AT auT SHast 1950 & Fufa 3R wrast i ferarf=afa &1 ik wewaquf 81 siaa: 1 9desR
1956 & GAifaH H STSTRR, 31 IS 9T GAd g 3R fERist Aeg ueer # man fohg A dea- & qregn gma-
37U 3119 g1 Far| A9 mw, ehrgAl, srfveat gt ufafAfer dwensit o gy off S8 911 1952 # fagmas
ohT I feaTd 8 foh Atendifaieh TehHUT ohT STUHT ShlcTshA oT1 38 UehR ISTHIfddh I, UM TH=d 3R
g Ty I3 e &, fSdh ST usta siyfHies I & AHfor &t 99emd 8|
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2. 1 Fe=R 1956 i AT & HefAd elsftg uRad= 3R 3t Hg< ad18T|

STHITY 1&d: 150 s

g2t woRET: I YAieH sifafaas qer g & Sard| sromR, e s dTeeh auT gAdl < &l sitg 3R
TORIST hl Heg USRI ST aTeAT &1 IdT4 | ST o eIy 91RT 10 JUT S8R ST aTed &1 & folT &RT 9 &l It
| AT o 399 gafera Rafor-sa g1 goim; 38 ugel & gad sy uga 4 9 A

SR Jedich: dIH Site; Teh aTex AT &5 Fal fafY; gl SR, =it 9 3t #Ag<|

3. &I arfAerTRes TRisr fARIE! a=or Y sre fafdat &4 €1 sfaseR ok geg udtenm srvgdf s ha
quEl?

3T A&d: 150 2765

3rrgef wouRET: Uafeid diferert dht 26 SHet 1950 dut srfafafad 7 wradt &t feranf=afa ugar | udes fafar
fehg TeAT ot IIdTe €, Ue; fokyd I |l § 3R fAufg quT fehamaa= srefm d| Mg & daielt i we el
s 7 g foh Tteh 9o SR Fd-JolT IR YR §; Ut Teh fafd F=1 a1 fAfyadm e =&
IR Hedich: a1 (AT <1 Ggt 3ref; &1 geraT; Sid <l uraf=idT; famr uH1or o= Aade wR ggl
GHTYT AN 8|

Gid 3R SIm 1 Sreaa=

« RPSC official Mains syllabus released 9 January 2026

« Rajasthan Legislative Assembly, History of Legislature

« Rajasthan Legislative Assembly Secretariat, RTI Manual 2023, formation history
« Rajasthan Foundation, Post Independence

« Government of Rajasthan, Rajasthan at a Glance 2019 to 2020, integration

« India Code, States Reorganisation Act 1956, sections 2, 9 and 10

« Rajasthan Lok Bhavan, Introduction and formation history

« Rajasthan Board of Secondary Education, History Class Xll 2017, integration table

IUHAT 34k IGh! HATT

QehIcheUT Tht hg STeTTT JEAchIerd] chl Ueh HTduTi-ich JdehTerd-SaeT § o SidT 9Hg! | g TRIar-us )R
BXATER, ULATE ohl TAIST 3R a1e # JdT-HHT Seal-T STl hIH g | T3 Gt 3R STarecg Uee fhr ot g
UEdT 8| AT ISY-TehlehxuT H Y, SRS 3R HaUTieh i e o, haet e+ &1 faerd =g,
SUHT SIA-TAT, It AT STAT eh SfHehT ahl T 8l Tehd |

afRa g
1947 ifafae &1 ded - A 1948 A - 25 AT IS 99 - 18 (el IGAYR I ST — 30 AT

1949 ggd ISR - 15 A A faera - 1950 RARig! =Rur, We’) < feharf=afa s e - 1 FeeR 1956
a1 1956 H 31Y: TSTER, 31 IS, Ao, 1T s | fA#Afor &1 wigE usa iR sifaw dier-fFafRor sem gl
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https://rpsc.rajasthan.gov.in/Static/Syllabus/238A2E0E-B0D0-49C2-8E5E-D299A915037F.pdf
https://assembly.rajasthan.gov.in/Containers/Overview/RajLegislature.aspx
https://assembly.rajasthan.gov.in/Attachments/PDF/Others/RTI/RTIManual2023E.pdf
https://foundation.rajasthan.gov.in/Post-Independence.aspx
https://www.tourism.rajasthan.gov.in/content/dam/dipr/Other%20Docs/at%20a%20glance-%202019-20.pdf
https://www.indiacode.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/1680/1/a1956-37.pdf
https://lokbhavan.rajasthan.gov.in/content/lokbhavan/en/aboutus/introduction.html
https://rajeduboard.rajasthan.gov.in/books-2017/12/Histry.pdf

