GANDHIAN MOVEMENTS 01 /04 ENGLISH

Gandhian movements

Compare, weigh evidence, practise

How to compare, rather than list

For each movement, ask four questions: What was sought? How was pressure applied? Who acted,
and what limits appear? What changed immediately, and what longer-term claim can the evidence
support? Separate a leader’s prescribed method from what participants actually did. A movement

can widen political participation without immediately achieving its declared objective.

Worked comparison 3: Quit India, from August 1942

Method and mechanism: the call ‘Do or Die’ was followed by arrests, underground activity such as
Usha Mehta's radio, and parallel governments in places including Ballia, Satara and Tamluk.
Participation and limits: activity after leaders’ arrests shows initiative beyond central direction;
naming these centres does not prove equal intensity everywhere or simultaneous, equally durable
parallel governments. Outcome and interpretation: the existence of resistance matters, but it
cannot alone establish when power would be transferred. Do not turn a chronology into a claim of

inevitable success.

Chauri Chaura: explain the dispute

The case for withdrawal starts from Gandhi’s insistence on ahimsa: a movement’'s means are part of
its purpose, so violence is not a minor tactical inconvenience. The counterargument asks whether
violence in one locality justified ending pressure nationally and interrupting others’ sacrifices. A
balanced judgment weighs ethical consistency against the political cost of withdrawal. Neither
position establishes the unobservable counterfactual that continuing would certainly have won or

certainly failed.
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GANDHIAN MOVEMENTS 02 /04 ENGLISH

Evidence and solved practice

Gandhian movements

Worked evidence-weighing: claim - evidence - limit

Claim: Gandhi widened the repertoire of nationalism. Evidence from the lesson: boycotts in Non-
Cooperation, salt-law violation in Civil Disobedience, and underground activity after arrests in Quit
India. Warrant: these are distinguishable ways to involve people in contesting colonial authority.
Limit: methods listed at national level do not measure every group’s participation, agreement with
leadership orimmediate gains. Better judgment: widening participation and changing methods

are defensible claims; uniform unity and guaranteed victory require evidence this list does not

supply.

Solved exercise E1

A learner writes: “Boycotting a court and breaking the salt law are the same act.” Repair the

distinction in two sentences.

Boycott withdraws cooperation from an institution; deliberate salt-law violation challenges a
particular rule through non-compliance. They can coexist in a campaign, so distinguish the

mechanism without inventing a watertight separation between movements.

Solved exercise E2

“Withdrawal after Chauri Chaura proves that Non-Cooperation had no political value.”
Identify the invalid inference and give a balanced replacement.

The claim equates a campaign’s termination with the absence of any wider effect. A better answer
separates the political cost of stopping from the ethical case for ahimsa and the movement'’s
participatory methods. The fact of withdrawal alone cannot quantify all gains or losses, nor prove

that continuation would have won.
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GANDHIAN MOVEMENTS 03 /04 ENGLISH

Complete model answer

Gandhian movements

Original model answer

Assess how Gandhian mass movements widened nationalism while revealing limits of

leadership and participation. Use examples and weigh the evidence.

261 words

Gandhi's contribution should be assessed through participation, methods and limits, rather than a
sequence of inevitable victories. His early struggles at Champaran, Ahmedabad and Kheda
connected political action with concrete grievances. Satyagraha, ahimsa and constructive work

supplied an ethical and organisational framework.

Non-Cooperation used boycotts of schools, courts and foreign cloth. Civil Disobedience placed
deliberate violation of the salt law at the centre of its opening campaign. The contrast is
analytically useful: refusing cooperation and challenging a specific rule are related but
distinguishable ways of contesting authority. The Gandhi-Irwin Pact and Second Round Table

Conference also require us to examine negotiation alongside confrontation.

Quit India complicates a story centred only on Gandhi’s direct control. Leaders’ arrests were
followed by underground activity and parallel governments. These examples indicate initiative
beyond the detained leadership, but cannot establish identical participation or outcomes across
all regions. Similarly, naming peasants, workers and women as participants does not prove that

they shared every objective or gained equal influence.

Chauri Chaura makes the relationship between means and ends central to evaluation. Withdrawal
can be defended as consistency with non-violence and criticised for interrupting political pressure.
Neither argument proves what would have happened had the movement continued. Constructive

work likewise deserves analysis as political activity rather than dismissal as an empty interval.

Thus, the strongest assessment is that Gandhi helped broaden nationalism’s social reach and
available methods. This achievement must be weighed alongside contested decisions, local
initiative and uneven possibilities of participation. Historical importance does not require a claim

that every campaign succeeded immediately or that independence followed automatically.
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Review and apply

Gandhian movements

Why this answer works

The opening sets criteria. The middle compares methods and tests what examples can establish.
The fourth paragraph weighs a real decision without pretending to know the alternative future.
The conclusion judges significance without equating importance with immediate success. When
adapting this answer, preserve the distinction between evidence, inference and uncertainty; do not

add a quotation merely to make it sound authoritative.

Solved exercise E3

A paragraph lists Usha Mehta's radio and three parallel governments, then concludes that

Quit India was uniformly directed from the top. What does the evidence support?

The examples support the existence of underground and local initiatives after leaders’ arrests.
They do not demonstrate uniform command, equal regional reach or identical duration. A
defensible inference is that leadership influence and local agency must be examined together,

rather than treating either as the whole explanation.

Solved exercise E5

Rewrite: “Each Gandhian wave was larger and therefore guaranteed independence.” Keep
what is useful in the analogy.

Waves can help remember movement and pause, but they cannot measure participation or predict
success. For each campaign, establish its aims, methods, local reach and immediate outcome

separately; do not infer inevitability from the dates 1920, 1930 and 1942.
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